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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of
ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with 1ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the field of information
technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC

The main task of the joint technical committee is to prepare Interhati Js. Braft International
Standards adopted by the joint technical committee are circulated to\natioha ies™ oting. Publication as

of one of the following types:

— type 1, when the required support caf { i jcation of an International Standard,
despite repeated efforts;

Technical Report
they can be trans dards. Technical Reports of type 3 do not necessarily have to

sidered to be no longer valid or useful.
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Introduction

“Biometric authentication” is the automatic recognition of individual persons based on distinguishing biological
and behavioural traits. The field is a subset of the broader field of human identification science. Example
technologies include fingerprinting, face recognition, hand geometry, speaker recognition and iris recognition.

automatic and fast, but may become so in the near future).

Some techniques (such as iris recognition) are more biologically based and some (4
are more behaviourally based, but all techniques are influenced by both
There are no purely “behavioural” or “biological” biometric systems.

technologies. In our context, biometrics deals wi
behaviours and biological structures, and is usually

9,
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Information technology — Biometrics tutorial

1 Scope

This Technical Report provides a tutorial on biometrics.

It contains a description of the architecture of biometric processes and of the pracessesthemselves.

An annex provides further details of International Standards' activity in t

A further annex provides terms and definitions that are in use i

W
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